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In Salt Lake City, Harvard and Yale aren’t just the names of Ivy League schools. They are street names that
define one of the city’s most exclusive neighborhoods. There’s something special about the place, its streets
lined by huge trees and its blend of Tudor, colonial and English cottage architecture. That exclusivity is
reflected in real estate prices. On this much most people can agree.

That on which they can’t agree is how — and how much — to preserve it. Demolitions of historic homes
and their replacement by architectural monstrosities — the infamous “Garage Mahal” on Hubbard Avenue
being the most notorious — has galvanized some residents to seek building laws that would better protect
the architectural integrity, character and scale of the homes in the neighborhood.

The prospect of a historic district creates warm fuzzies in the hearts of some Harvard/Yale homeowners. In
others it elicits nightmares of endless hearings before the Historic Landmarks Commission before they
could get approval to change out a window or build an addition. Apparently, neighborhood sentiments are
about evenly — and bitterly — divided.

We throw in with the folks who want a historic district. There is a public interest in preserving homes,
some nearly 100 years old, in a neighborhood that already is designated on the National Register of
Historic Places.

But we also believe that not all of the Yalecrest neighborhood, as the area is officially known, is appropriate
for treatment as historic. And because a majority of property owners between 1800 East and 1900 East
and 1300 South and Michigan Avenue seem to object to historic district designation, the City Council
should allow them to opt out. Frankly, some of the blocks in that area are not appropriate.

It’s a closer call whether the area is better suited to historic preservation or conservation. The historic
preservation model is a type of design review with the goal of preserving both the architectural features of
the buildings and their materials. Conservation, by contrast, addresses how the buildings look but is less
concerned with historic materials.

We believe much of this neighborhood lends itself to historic preservation. Besides, the city does not now
have a legal framework for the conservation model, but already uses historic preservation in the Avenues
and University neighborhoods.

You can’t legislate taste, but it is clear that the existing in-fill zoning ordinance is not adequate to protect
the character of the neighborhood. The guidelines and design review of a historic district would do the job.
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