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SALT LAKE CITY — A bill placing a moratorium on new historic districts aimed at the
controversial Yalecrest neighborhood was approved by a Senate committee Tuesday.

SB243, sponsored by Senate Majority Whip Wayne Niederhauser, R-Sandy, generated more
than a half-hour of testimony from an audience evenly split on the bill.

Members of the Senate Workforce Services and Community and Economic Development
Committee voted 4-1 to send the bill to the full Senate.

Niederhauser told the committee the bill was needed to give residents of the upscale
neighborhood and Salt Lake City "time to pause and review the process" for designating
historic districts.

The bill would bar municipalities statewide from designating historic areas from May 10, 2011,
until May 8, 2012. Niederhauser said he intends to amend the bill on the Senate floor so it does
not apply to single site designations.

"I'm not necessarily against historical districts," Niederhauser said, calling it ultimately a local
decision. He said there are other ways to preserve communities but was "not here to argue
what those restrictions are."

He and the bill's supporters on the committee said the property rights of residents who want to
remodel or even tear down their homes need to be protected.

"One man's history is another man's junk," said Sen. Jerry Stevenson, R-Layton. He said the
state shouldn't make the final decision, but act as mediator.

Senate Minority Whip Karen Morgan, D-Cottonwood Heights, who voted against the bill, said it
was "not a true moratorium" because it allowed homeowners to remodel or demolish their
properties.

"I don't think it will heal the community," Morgan said, warning a portion of the neighborhood
could be demolished in the coming year. "You can't bring that back. Once something's
demolished, it's gone."

The committee chairman, Sen. Stuart Reid, R-Ogden, said the bill would not stop the city from
putting a moratorium on home teardowns.

Reid, a former Salt Lake City councilman, said there needs to be a clear majority in favor of any
change that affects property values and rights.

"I don't think it's going to hurt anyone," Reid said of the bill.

Resident Roger Little was among the audience members who spoke in favor of the bill, citing "a
great deal of bad feelings between neighbors and friends" over the issue. He said the
moratorium would give the community "a chance to calm down and talk," and hopefully find a
compromise.



But Tracy Harty said the process is working.

"We've jumped through all the hoops we were required to," Harty said, arguing residents have
the right "not to live next door to a demolition and a construction zone."

Lynn Pace, deputy attorney for Salt Lake City, spoke against the bill, saying it was important for
local government officials to retain their authority over the issue.

"There's a great deal of controversy about this local issue," Pace said. "The existence of this
controversy is not an indication that something is broken and needs to be fixed."

In August, the Salt Lake City Planning Commission and Historic Landmark Commission both
rebuffed a City Council proposal to extend a moratorium on demolitions in the Yalecrest
neighborhood.

The restrictions were aimed at limiting the demolition of homes deemed to define the character
of the neighborhood, specifically those built before 1942.

The ongoing debate about the efficacy of a local historical district for the approximately 1,400
homes in the east-side neighborhood has divided homeowners.
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